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become our distributor, we
have some contractors and
have a local bank working
with us.”

Mr Granger said Bahamian
hotels and businesses “have
to start easing the pain”
caused by spiralling global oil
prices, which have prompted
high gasoline and electricity
costs, by generating savings
through being more energy
efficient.

He pointed out that elec-
tricity rates in the Bahamas
were, on average, twice as
high as those in the US state
of New York.

Mr Granger suggested that
the Bahamas consider adopt-
ing a similar programme to
that state, which financed a
New York State Energy
Research and Development
Authority through a 0.01 per
cent charge levied on every
kilowatt of electricity pur-
chased.

This Authority then provid-
ed financing, through grants,
loans and rebates, to enable
companies to upgrade their
systems, become energy effi-
cient and relieve the pressure
on the electricity grid,

When it was engaged on a
project, IMC Northeast first

1 conducted an energy audit,
assessing a facility’s total run-
ing load, including motor

load, lighting and hot water.
Mr Granger detailed a pro-
ject IMC Northeast had per-
formed for a nursing home,
which wanted to reduce the
$47,000 per year electricity
costs it was incurring from its

“We're working
with some local
companies
to become
our distributor,
we have some
contractors
and have a local
bank working

with us.”
— Bob Granger

common areas. When the
IMC upgrade was completed,
those costs had come down Lo
$19,000 per year.

Meanwhile, Robert Farmer,
president of Third Planet, a
non-profit private operaling
foundation that specialises 1n

education, training and pub-
lic awareness outreach on the
world’s energy and climate
future, urged Bahamian hote-
liers to develop a collective
voice on issues such as energy
policies, global warming and
rising sea levels.

He told the BHA seminar:
“The owners [of hotels] have
to buy into the concept of sus-
tainability.”

To reduce their energy
costs, Bahamian businesses
had to first focus on energy
conservation and eliminating
waste from their existing sys-
tems, before moving on (o
energy efficiency and, finally,
to renewable and alternative
sources of energy.

Mr Farmer pointed out that
the current level of oil prices,
and the likelihood they would
increase further, had created
an opportunity for hoteliers
to develop a collective voice,
with a criteria and action plan.

Mr Farmer also suggested
that the Bahamas amend leg-
islation governing electricity
in this nation, and pointed out
that organisations such as the
European Union (EU) were
insisting that Caribbean
nations develop national ener-
gy policies in return for aid.



